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Options for Charitable Gifting
Submitted by the Estes Valley Community Fund Committee
     One of the goals of this series of bi-weekly articles is to communicate information about supporting local charitable service organizations.  Our direct financial gifts are certainly an important way to show our support, as well as participating in charity fund-raising events.

     Another unique way of financial gifting is to offer to fund a Challenge Grant for a local charity. With this strategy, a donor offers to provide a set amount of money to the charity, provided they raise an equal amount through their normal fund-raising drives. These offers normally also specify that the money must be raised within an agreed upon time period. If the charity is unable to raise the equal amount within the time period the charity receives none of the donor’s original grant.
     This gifting strategy has many advantages. The donor offering the challenge has the satisfaction of knowing his or her gift will be leveraged to equal twice as much for the charity. It helps the charity in their fund drive by explaining to their supporters that each dollar given will also be doubled.

     An example of a successful challenge grant has appeared in recent  news articles in both Estes Park newspapers. The Salud Family Health Center announced in early 2008 that an Estes Park couple (who chose to remain anonymous)  had offered a $50,000 Challenge Grant to raise funds for the Estes Park Salud Foundation.  Salud then began a fund-raising campaign with their supporters and local citizens to raise the $50,000 needed to receive the grant from the donors. In late July Salud announced they had reached their $50,000 goal. It was a win for everyone – and the Salud Foundation was increased by $100,000!
    A variation is to offer a charity a Matching Grant. In this case the donor agrees to match each dollar raised by the charity, dollar-for-dollar, up to a maximum amount specified by the donor. For example, suppose John Q. Public offered a $10,000 matching grant to the ABC charity. If the charity then succeeded in raising, say, $5,500, the donor would give $5,500 to the charity. If the charity raised $10,000 the donor would also match this amount. If the charity was successful in raising $12,000 dollars the donor would give just the specified $10,000. Again, everyone who contributed would know their gift had been multiplied by two.
     A third variation is that both Challenge and Matching grants can be structured to where the donor provides $2 for each $1 raised, or $3 for each $1 raised, etc. (as compared to the above examples which were “dollar-for-dollar” matches).

     Challenge and Matching grants are excellent ways for donors to get “extra mileage” from their gifts.  They also provide a great boost to the charity in helping it with fund-raising by being able to say to its supporters  “If you support this fund campaign every dollar you contribute will be matched”.
     The Community Foundation of Northern Colorado is available to assist donors who wish to provide funding for Estes Valley charities. Their phone number is 970-224-3462. You may also contact any of the local persons listed at the end of this article.

     FYI: The Estes Valley Community Fund Committee would like to inform you of the following upcoming fundraising events:

A) Partners Mentoring Youth is hosting a 3.75 mile Run/Walk  fundraising event around Lake Estes Trail on Saturday, September 20. The “Running of the Bulls” event will start at 10:00am at the Lake Shore Lodge. You can register online at www.active.com. Partners Mentoring Youth creates and supports one-to-one mentoring relationships between positive adult role models and youth facing challenges in their personal, social and academic lives. The partnerships spend three hours together each week for one year.
B) The Estes Park Library will be holding their annual Library Foundation Benefit Dinner on Saturday, September 20 at the Estes Park Conference Center. A cash bar begins at 6:00pm, with the dinner following at 7:00pm. The featured speaker is Margaret Coel. Tickets are $60/person, of which $30/person is tax deductible. RSVP by September 10 by calling 586-8116.
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